
Eyes of the Tiger 
1 Corinthians 12 

 

There is a tale about an army officer in India who had a tiger cub for a pet. The cub was an affectionate 

and playful animal and hung out all the time with his master. It had grown to a size and strength that one 

day the officer was sitting in his library reading. As he read he fell asleep. The young tiger which was on 

the floor beside the officer’s chair began to lick his master’s hand which hung down near him. There 

was a slight abrasion on the hand; and as the tiger licked the wound he tasted blood. And with the blood 

he became more and more ardent, until the officer, awakening, found himself looking into the blazing 

yellow eyes, not of a playful tiger cub, but of a ferocious beast that had tasted blood and now sought his 

life. Just in time, he seized his pistol and shot the tiger.  

 

From the time of Pentecost to our present day, spiritual gifts have been often discussed and little 

understood. Within Christendom there exists those who have a tendency to neglect spiritual gifts while 

others attempt to capture the enthusiasm and excitement of Acts 2 or call down fire from heaven.  
 

To many, the Holy Spirit is electric, grants wishes, heals the sick, and creates wealth. Energized 

worshipers fall on command, run about the auditorium, bark like a dog, laugh insanely, or begin 

babbling in a dialect unrecognizable to others many without an interpreter, just to mention a few. God is 

on a leash, accessible on demand to do the bidding of host to the amazement to the audience all with 

impeccable timing. None of this nonsense is contained in Scripture, however it has provided a monetary 

windfall to the false prophets, fake healers, and prosperity preachers at the expense of those desperately 

searching for answers or relief. Claiming to be focused on the Holy Spirit, they are the ones grieving, 

quenching, abusing, and maligning the very One they claim to lift up. 
 

On the other end of the spectrum, some mainstream evangelical churches are guilty of ignoring or 

neglecting the Holy Spirit. Not wanting to be associated with the charismatic/Pentecostal group, they 

attempt to grow the church through their own creative programs, processes or elaborate presentations. 

We need to market Christ, launch an ad campaign for the next series, use more videos, modify our 

music, update our technology, appeal to the people. How many have exchanged the power of the Holy 

Spirit for the platitudes of the people? 
 

So what is the true work of the Holy Spirit? To exalt Christ, to reprove and convict us of sin, to bring 

life to that which was dead, to seal us unto the day of redemption, empower us to serve and glorify 

Christ, provide the assurance of our salvation, equip us with gifts to be used to Gods glory, pray for us 

with groanings too deep for words. Just to mention a few.  
 

Every Christian has been given a gift or gifts of the Holy Spirit to strengthen, build up, instruct, bring 

harmony to, proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, to build and strengthen His church, and to strengthen 

believers as they continue to grow in grace and knowledge.  
 

That being said, we need proceed with caution, not fear, remembering, “Not everyone who says to Me, 

'Lord, Lord', will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 

Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophecy in Your name and in Your name cast 

out demons, and in Your name, perform many miracles?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 

you. Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” Counterfeit gifts are meant to create divisions and 

schisms, to disrupt and destroy, and to weaken Christ’s church and His people.  
 

We do not need to be afraid gifts given to us from the One who drew us to Christ for they have been 

given to you by the Holy Spirit to edify the church. However, we need to be ever vigilant because the  

wrong relationship, which today seems only pleasant and delightful, tomorrow may be the tiger thirsting 

for your blood.  

 



1. Why would the Corinthians need instruction on spiritual gifts? Do you think the same type of 

instruction would benefit the church in our time? If so, why? If not, Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What were the Corinthians like when they were pagan (Gentiles)? Why does Paul use the 

statements in verse 3 and how would you explain them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What is the source and purpose of spiritual gifts? How would you describe the spiritual gifts 

mentioned?  What were the two tests Paul provided?  (4-7) 
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4.   List the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit and give a brief definition of each. Are they present today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Explain the metaphor contained in verses 12-30. What is Paul’s point? In your opinion what is 

the most important part of the metaphor? Why? 

 

 


